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Family Tip Sheet
LEVEL 1 MODULE 1: A WORLD OF BOOKS

Students read Geodes to practice their independent reading skills. Although your child may not be able to read all the 
words in each book yet, encourage your child to read as much as possible. These books build knowledge of topics in 
science, history, and the arts.

 In this module, students explore the power of books shared across time and cultures. To develop their knowledge 
around this topic, students study content vocabulary. These words are art, artist, book, books, colors, draw, library, 
read, story, and time. Consider encouraging your child to use these words to discuss new learning. Your child may 
benefit from additional support when reading these words.

OUR CLASS WILL READ THESE BOOKS

Set 1: Sharing Stories

These books explore the art of storytelling. 

 � Anansi and the Pot of Beans
 � The Story in the Cave
 � The Magical Stack
 � The Brothers Grimm

Set 2: Unusual Libraries

These books examine libraries from diverse cultures, places, and times. 

 � Library Cat
 � The Story Ship
 � A Library of Our Own
 � The Library of Fez

Set 3: Bringing Books to Life

These books investigate how illustrators add beauty and meaning to texts.

 � Just in Time
 � Fed by Art: The Work of Leo Lionni
 � Jerry Draws
 � An Illustrator at Work
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Set 4: Books for All

These books celebrate how innovation increases access to books. 

 � How to Make Paper
 � The Printing Press
 � The Story of Louis Braille
 � A Library to Go

CONSIDER ASKING THESE QUESTIONS AT HOME

 � What is something in this book that surprised you?
 � What is something new you learned from this book?
 � After reading this book, what would you like to learn more about?
 � Point to your favorite illustration or photograph. Why is it your favorite?

THESE FUNDATIONS® FOCUS CONCEPTS APPEAR IN THE BOOKS

Consonant-Vowel-Consonant words with three sounds, including digraphs (wh, ch, sh, th, ck), all, am, an, and suffix 
-s. Examples include all, big, cat, Dan, had, not, tell, when, will, wish.

THESE FUNDATIONS® TRICK WORDS APPEAR IN THE BOOKS

a, and, are, as, be, by, do, does, for, from, has, have, he, here, his, I, into, is, me, my, of, one, or, said, she, the, there, they, 
to, was, we, were, what, when, where, who, you, your

To learn more about Geodes, please visit the Great Minds® website: greatminds.org. 
To learn more about Fundations®, please visit the Wilson Language Training website: wilsonlanguage.com/fundations.
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LEVEL 1 MODULE 2: CREATURE FEATURES 

Students read Geodes to practice their independent reading skills. Although your child may not be able to read all the 
words in each book yet, encourage your child to read as much as possible. These books build knowledge of topics in 
science, history, and the arts.

Add text to second paragraph after ‘people who study animals’: In this module, students explore intriguing animal 
traits and behaviors and are introduced to people who study animals. To develop their knowledge around this topic, 
students study content vocabulary. These words are animal, color, draw, find, food, group, habitat, hare, line, protect, 
observe, safe, and sea. Consider encouraging your child to use these words to discuss new learning. Your child may 
benefit from additional support when reading these words.

OUR CLASS WILL READ THESE BOOKS

Set 1: Creature Code

These books explore types of animal communication. 

 � Vervet Monkey Alarm
 � Smell Tells
 � Bee Waggle
 � Elephant Talk

Set 2: Safety First

These books examine defense adaptations that creatures use to survive.  

 � Super Spiny Mouse
 � Thorny Devil
 � The Crab and the Urchin
 � Stick with Us

Set 3: Curious Creatures

These books celebrate the role people play in the study and conservation of animals. 

 � Small Wonders
 � A Wish to Fly
 � One Look
 � Slug Study 
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Set 4: Rabbits and Hares, Oh My!

These books illuminate the distinctive qualities of rabbits and hares.

 � Rabbit or Hare?
 � Draw a Rabbit
 � The Hares and the Frogs
 � Young Hare

CONSIDER ASKING THESE QUESTIONS AT HOME

 � What is something in this book that surprised you?
 � What is something new you learned from this book?
 � After reading this book, what would you like to learn more about?
 � Point to your favorite illustration or photograph. Why is it your favorite?

THESE FUNDATIONS® FOCUS CONCEPTS APPEAR IN THE BOOKS

Short-vowel, one-syllable words of up to four sounds, including consonant blends, digraph blends, ng and nk blends, 
and suffix -s in one-syllable words. Examples include hand, helps, long, lunch, must, rank, small, snack, things, twigs.  

THESE FUNDATIONS® TRICK WORDS APPEAR IN THE BOOKS

a, also, and, are, as, be, by, come, could, do, does, for, from, has, have, he, her, here, his, I, into, is, me, my, of, one, or, 
over, put, said, she, should, some, the, there, they, to, too, try, two, very, was, we, were, what, when, where, who, why, 
would, you, your

To learn more about Geodes, please visit the Great Minds® website: greatminds.org. 
To learn more about Fundations®, please visit the Wilson Language Training website: wilsonlanguage.com/fundations.
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LEVEL 1 MODULE 3: POWERFUL FORCES

Students read Geodes to practice their independent reading skills. Although your child may not be able to read all the 
words in each book yet, encourage your child to read as much as possible. These books build knowledge of topics in 
science, history, and the arts.

In this module, students explore how wind affects life on Earth and how wind energy can be used to generate power. 
To develop their knowledge around this topic, students study content vocabulary. These words are air, blow, color, 
fly, measure, move, paint, sail, sky, soar, storm, and winter. Consider encouraging your child to use these words to 
discuss new learning. Your child may benefit from additional support when reading these words. 

OUR CLASS WILL READ THESE BOOKS

Set 1: Wind and Earth

These books introduce the wind as a powerful force.

 � Seed Scatter
 � In Motion
 � Crafted by the Wind
 � A Growing Wind

Set 2: Blown Away

These books explore ways wind energy can be harnessed and used for a variety of purposes. 

 � Soaring
 � Kite Messengers
 � Full Sail Ahead: A Viking Story
 � The Wright Brothers

Set 3: Catching the Wind

These books highlight the design, history, and function of windmills.

 � Wind Giants
 � Towers of Nashtifan
 � Fire at the Mill
 � Mondrian
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Set 4: The Mighty Wind

These books examine the impact of forceful winds and describe how they are measured.

 � Measure the Wind
 � The Great Storm of Galveston
 � The Dust Bowl
 � Ride the Storm

CONSIDER ASKING THESE QUESTIONS AT HOME

 � What is something in this book that surprised you?
 � What is something new you learned from this book?
 � After reading this book, what would you like to learn more about?
 � Point to your favorite illustration or photograph. Why is it your favorite?

THESE FUNDATIONS® FOCUS CONCEPTS APPEAR IN THE BOOKS

One-syllable words of up to five sounds in a closed syllable with suffix -s, -ed (/ĕd/), and -ing; and Vowel-
Consonant-E words of up to five sounds with suffix -s. Examples include blasted, crafted, drifting, home, like, make, 
planes, shifted, tilting, waves.

THESE FUNDATIONS® TRICK WORDS APPEAR IN THE BOOKS

a, about, also, and, another, are, as, be, between, by, come, could, do, does, down, each, for, friend, from, has, have, he, 
her, here, his, how, I, into, is, many, me, my, now, of, one, or, other, our, out, over, put, said, say, says, see, she, some, the, 
there, they, to, too, try, two, very, was, we, were, what, when, where, who, why, would, you, your

To learn more about Geodes, please visit the Great Minds® website: greatminds.org. 
To learn more about Fundations®, please visit the Wilson Language Training website: wilsonlanguage.com/fundations.
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LEVEL 1 MODULE 4: CINDERELLA STORIES

Students read Geodes to practice their independent reading skills. Although your child may not be able to read all the 
words in each book yet, encourage your child to read as much as possible. These books build knowledge of topics in 
science, history, and the arts.

In this module, students explore countries and cultures through the lens of an enduring tale. To develop their 
knowledge around this topic, students study content vocabulary. These words are castle, Cinderella, composition, 
country, dance, design, history, magic, paint, stage, tower, world, and wrote. Consider encouraging your child to use 
these words to discuss new learning. Your child may benefit from additional support when reading these words.

OUR CLASS WILL READ THESE BOOKS

Set 1: France

These books examine the French origins of a classic version of “Cinderella.”

 � Cinderella
 � Old Tale, New Twist
 � World Traveler: Eiffel Tower
 � First Steps

Set 2: Egypt

These books explore Egypt, home of one of the oldest versions of a Cinderella story. 

 � The King and the Sandal
 � One Sign at a Time
 � World Traveler: The Sphinx
 � Shoes Tell a Tale

Set 3: Ireland

These books introduce an Irish folktale and highlight other aspects of the country of Ireland.

 � Billy Beg and His Bull
 � Book of Kells
 � World Traveler: Hook Lighthouse
 � Castles
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Set 4: Russia

These books center on Russia and celebrate the power of music, dance, and theater to tell stories.

 � Cinderella on Stage
 � A Musical Life: The Work of Sergei Prokofiev
 � World Traveler: St. Basil’s Cathedral
 � All the World’s a Stage

CONSIDER ASKING THESE QUESTIONS AT HOME

 � What is something in this book that surprised you?
 � What is something new you learned from this book?
 � After reading this book, what would you like to learn more about?
 � Point to your favorite illustration or photograph. Why is it your favorite?

THESE FUNDATIONS® FOCUS CONCEPTS APPEAR IN THE BOOKS

Multisyllabic words with closed and Vowel-Consonant-E syllables, including compound words with -s, -es, -ed, and 
-ing suffixes added to unchanging base words. Examples include begins, cannot, complex, constructed, himself, inside, 
landscape, signal, talented, visit.  

THESE FUNDATIONS® TRICK WORDS APPEAR IN THE BOOKS

a, about, also, and, another, any, are, as, be, been, between, by, called, come, could, day, do, does, down, each, first, for, 
friend, from, good, has, have, he, her, here, his, how, I, into, is, little, look, many, may, me, my, new, nothing, now, of, 
one, or, other, our, out, over, own, people, put, said, say, says, see, she, should, some, the, their, there, they, to, too, try, 
two, very, want, was, water, way, we, were, what, when, where, who, why, word, work, would, write, you, your

To learn more about Geodes, please visit the Great Minds® website: greatminds.org. 
To learn more about Fundations®, please visit the Wilson Language Training website: wilsonlanguage.com/fundations.




